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SUBJECT: LATEST LABOR DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: PARIS 10660; PARIS 11131 

1 . ON APRIL 19, DELEGATIONS OF WORKERS, REPRESENTING 
ALL 5 MAJOR FRENCH UNIONS, STAGED AN UNEVENTFUL MARCH 
IN PARIS TO PROTEST THE PLANNED LAY-OFFS IN LORRAINE'S 
STEEL INDUSTRY (SEE REFS). SOME HOURS LATER PRIME 
MINISTER BARRE SKETCHED OUT FOR THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
HIS IDEAS FOR HOW TO DEAL WITH THE STEEL WORKERS' 
PROBLEMS, INCLUDING, INTER ALIA, EARLY RETIREMENTS; 

THE ASSISTED VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION OF FOREIGN 
WORKERS WILLING TO GO; AND CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS BE- 
TWEEN MANAGEMENT AND THE UNIONS. LABOR'S INITIAL 
REACTION HAS BEEN PREDICTABLY UNENTHUSIASTIC AND 

THE ASSEMBLY IS ON ITS SECOND DAY OF CONSIDERING THE 
SITUATION. 

2. THESE RATHER UNDRAMATIC EVENTS HAD BEEN PRECEDED 
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BY A DECISION OF THE SOCIALIST-LEANING NATIONAL 
EDUCATION FEDERATION (FEN) NOT TO JOIN THE CGT AND 
CFDT IN 24-HOUR STRIKES ON APRIL 28 IN THE PUBLIC 
AND NATIONALIZED SECTORS (SEE REF 11131). NOTING 
THAT ANY SUCH MOVE WOULD BREAK THE UNITY OF ACTION 
AMONGST THE SEVEN PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS IN THEIR 
CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT, FEN 
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SECRETARY GENERAL HENRY DECLARED THAT THERE SHOULD 
BE NO STRIKES IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR WITHOUT COMPARABLE 
MOVES IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. AS A SIGN THAT ITS 
HEART REMAINS IN THE RIGHT PLACE, HOWEVER, FEN HAS 
CALLED FOR A DAY OF ACTION (NOT STRIKES) ON APRIL 27 
(A WEDNESDAY WHEN CLASSES WILL NOT BE IN SESSION) 

AND ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD IOIN WITH THE CGT AND 
CFDT IN A "DAY OF ACTION" ON APRIL 21 IN DEFENSE 
OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM. 

3. FOR THE MOMENT, THEN, NOTHING HAS CHANGED. THE 
QUESTION OF EMPLOYMENT IN STEEL, LIKE SOCIAL 
SECURITY REFORM, HAS BEEN PUT OFF FOR ANOTHER DAY, 
APPARENTLY FOR PURELY POLITICAL REASONS. HOPEFULLY, 
HOWEVER, THE PRIME MINISTER S APRIL 26 SPEECH ON 
OVERALL ECONOMIC POLICY WILL UNVEIL SOME OF THE MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE MANPOWER PROGRAMS THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
REPORTEDLY HAS HAD UNDER CONSIDERATION. UNEMPLOYMENT 
APPEARS TO BE RISING, INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION IS 
STAGNANT (SEE PARIS 1 1366), AND SO FAR THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS PROJECTED AN IMAGE OF PASSIVITY IN ITS LABOR 
MARKET POLICIES. 

HARLAN 
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